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Steve Griffith has been Sugar Land’s 
police chief for three years

He’s got the badge, drives a squad car, and runs a top-notch   
police department. Just looking at him, he seems like your  
average, everyday police officer. But there’s more to Sugar Land 
Police Chief Steve Griffith than meets the eye. He’s a family man 
with a soft spot for some very special Texas children.
 
 Law Enforcement Expertise
A native Houstonian, Griffith has been at the helm of Sugar 
Land’s Police Department for the past three and a half years. 
Prior to his current position, he was a police chief for San  
Marcos, Texas. His impressive resume also includes stints as 
police chief for the city of West University, as well as experience 
with the Bellaire Police Department and the University of  
Houston Central Campus Police. 
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A Family Man
Griffith and his wife Wendy have two sons, 
Tim, 24, and Adam, 23, who both attend 
Texas State University. “Tim is following 
in my footsteps. He’s wanted to be a police 
officer since he was three. He’ll graduate this 
May with a master’s degree in criminal jus-
tice,” says Griffith. “Adam is the outdoorsy 
type and loves biology. He’ll graduate next 
December with a degree in anthropology.”

Despite his demanding public career, the 
Griffiths have always worked hard at staying 
connected as a family. “We always took  
the boys along to community events when 
they were younger,” says Griffith. “As a 
result, our sons have a very service-oriented 
background.”  

Even though their boys are away at college, 
Griffith’s wife Wendy says family time is still 
a top priority. “We’re empty-nesters now, so 
Steve and I try to go out and have breakfast 
together every day before work. Once the 
day starts, we’re both pulled in different 
directions with our jobs, so this is our time 
to be together.”

So what does a busy police chief do to  
relax and unwind? “I build furniture.  
I truly enjoy it, and it fits with my time 
schedule,” says Griffith. “I can work on 
something for a weekend, and then not 
touch it again for a few weeks. The only 
thing I mess up is the garage.”

Sugar Land Proud
Griffith is actively involved in the Sugar 
Land community. He serves on the board 
of the Fort Bend Council on Substance 
Abuse and is a member of the Sugar Land 
Exchange Club. He’s very proud of Sugar 
Land’s low crime rate, and he’s working 
hard to maintain that. “We’re blessed here.  
I tell my staff that all the time,” says Griffith. 
“I have never seen a city that is more superb 
than Sugar Land, Texas. There’s a true com-
mitment to public safety here. It’s one of the 
challenges of the position in that people in 
Sugar Land have high expectations - that’s a 
good thing.” SLM

CARRIE GARFIELD is a freelance writer. 
She is the mother of three boys and resides  
in Fort Bend County.

Griffith has been in law enforcement for 32 years
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